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CenterEdge Presentation Highlights
Hartford Association Meeting

Rev. Gordon Bates and Jim Morgan

More than 75 mem-
bers of the Hartford
Association and
visitors filled the
R iy Twichell Room at

i gy Ll Asylum Hill
Eaerres Congregational
Church to attend the Association’s 2003
Annual Meeting on May 21. After a soup-
and-salad supper was served, the Rev. Karen
Bailey-Francois convened the group to wel-
come everyone and conduct a few minutes of
the “nuts and bolts” business to which every
organization needs to attend.

The centerpiece of the evening meeting was a
presentation on Connecticut demographic
trends by Myron Orfield, a Minnesota state leg-
islator and demographer, whose name is rapid-
ly becoming a familiar one in Connecticut. He
was introduced to the crowded room by the
Rev. Gordon Bates, Associate Conference
Minister for Justice and Witness Ministries.

Earlier in the day, Orfield held a meeting in
northeast Connecticut with an environmental
group. He had met the day before with several
others of the sixty-plus CenterEdge organiza-
tions. His visit was arranged with the assistance
of the CenterEdge Coalition, Continued on page 6
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What’s In
a Name?

It’s summer and Silver
Lake is going strong,
filled with young people
and their counselors and
deans and staff who form
deep relationships, teach
and live the faith, and
challenge each other to
grow in ways they had no
idea they could.

Our tradition as the
United Church of Christ
and its forebears runs
deep along those lines.
Our heritage is full of great stories of men and
women who changed church, state, nation and
world for the better. So as we are building the new
cabins at Silver Lake, thanks to the great efforts of

hundreds of volunteers and the gifts of dozens of

churches and individuals, we are naming the cab-

ins for twenty of those great individuals who have
stood the test of time.

Here’s a pop quiz. Can you identify the following
who are among those whose names have been
selected or are under consideration?

Harriet Beecher Stowe
Horace Bushnell
Lemuel Haynes

Daniel Hand

Virginia Thrall Smith
Margru (Sarah Kinson)
Henry Opukaiah
Jonathan Edwards

Yung Wing

Samson Occam

Mary Lyon

Antoinette Brown Blackwell
Thomas Gallaudet
James F. Pennington
Augustus Field Beard
Phillis Wheatley

Roger Sherman Baldwin

Ouir criteria for the individuals are that they be
persons of stature and inspiration of our heritage
in the United Church of Christ, and their stature
has passed the test of time. (Our simplest measure
for that is that they are still renowned after having
died at least 25 years ago.) One criterion for the
whole list is that it be inclusive in racial, gender
and clergy/lay terms.

Through knowing their stories from the past, the
future opens for our young people. I know that
when I was first called to ordained ministry, | had
never met a woman who was ordained. It was my
knowledge of barrier-breaking women of history
that kept me going.

As we are able, we will be producing eye-catching
posters that will hang on the porch of each cabin
and will tell that person’s story. We would welcome
suggestions of additional names for the cabins.
[Send them to me at the office or at

dfc@ctucc.org.] From the list, you can tell we espe-

cially need women’s names, and Hispanic names,
but all are welcome. Let’s inspire the next genera-
tion to excellence and faithfulness in the name of
Christ who leads us into the future!

Connecticut Conference
Well-Represented at

General Synod 24

Rev. Carole Carlson

Delegates to General Synod 24
gathered in Minneapolis July 11-15
for five days of celebrative worship,
challenging work with budgets and
resolutions, and a first-hand experi-
ence of the richly diverse member-
ship of the United Church of
Christ. The Connecticut
Conference was represented by 52

voting delegates, two associate dele-

gates (Conference Minister Rev.
Davida Foy Crabtree and Board of
Directors Vice Chairperson Joan
Kratzert), along with visitors and
staff.

Delegates began each day at 7:15
a.m. in caucus with other
Connecticut representatives; they
ended the day by participating—
energy permitting—in a host of
after-hours informal gatherings,
films, and conversations on a wide
range of theological and social
issues. The UCC theme, “God is Still
Speaking,” formed the reflective
framework for the Synod’s life
together; daily worship themes (Be
Ready, Risk Transformation, Embrace
Justice, Live Joy, and Act the Word)
used music and words to explore

the message of God’s ongoing activ-

ity in our midst. Connecticut repre-
sentatives took great pride in the
fact that one of the three preachers
selected for General Synod 24 was
Rev. Lillian Daniels, Pastor of New
Haven’s Church of the Redeemer.

Delegates elected two UCC officers
along with members of the Ministry
Teams and Committees. Regional
Minister Kent Siladi was elected
Chairperson of the UCC
Nominating Committee; he also
served as one of the co-teachers for
the UCC Polity Course offered in
conjunction with General Synod.
Chris Mereschuk, in-care student
and member of the Canton Center
Church, was chosen by the UCC
Executive Council to represent
Connecticut on that national body.
Taneta McCaw, Plantsville Church,
acted as a teller for the Synod vot-
ing process.

Service projects and a blood drive
are an integral part of the Synod
agenda; many Connecticut dele-
gates earned Service Project T-
Shirts by spending Monday after-
noon working in food banks or
homeless shelters, reading to chil-

dren, or painting/refurbishing
houses.

A unique feature of this particu-
lar General Synod was the
“Maybe Ministry” program,
designed by two Connecticut
pastors: Rev. Mark Diters
((South Congregational Church
of Granby) and Rev. Kristen
Kleiman (Wapping Community
Church). Seven women between
the ages of 20 and 30 participated
in many of the Synod programs,
while also spending time reflecting
together on ordained and lay min-
istry opportunities within the UCC.
Participants included Sarah Annis
(Poquonock Community Church),
Jennifer Gingras (Trumbull
Congregational Church), Teresa
Howell (Church of the Redeemer,
New Haven), Melissa Sturtevant
(Enfield Congregational Church),
Florence Waldron (First Church,
Woodstock), Amy York (South
Church, Granby) and Claudia
Muro (Saugatuck Church,
Westport). A significant amount of
time was spent in the Exhibit Hall
where UCC staff and missionaries
were available to answer questions
and discuss challenging opportuni-
ties for service.

Synod delegates will report to their
individual associations in the fall;
they are also available to speak in
local congregations and show a
very brief Synod video. Contact
Peggy Wright at the Conference
office at (860) 233-5564 for names
of delegates in your area.
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“Creative Spirit” Luncheon
Speaker for CT Women

Connecticut  ative encounters with the
Women of sacred.” Robinson describes
the United her talk, “Catching the
Church of Creative Spirit” as more of
Christ have an interactive workshop. Her
selected “bag of creative tricks” has
Rev. Olivia grown during the 25 years
Hayes she has served churches
Robinson as  around New England.

their speak-
Rev. Olivia Hayes  er for the
Rohinson

The lunch will be held at
Women’s noon at the Congregational
Luncheon to be held on Church of New Canaan.
Saturday, October 18 during  Delegates to the Annual

the Connecticut Conference  Meeting will be bused to the
Annual Meeting. Robinson, a  church and back. See the
Yale Divinity graduate, cur- second mailing for the regis-
rently serves as Interim tration form to sign up for
Pastor at the North Branford  the Women’s Luncheon.
Congregational Church. "My  Non-delegates can receive
personal mission statement is  further information or

to strive to make life more reserve a space by calling the
sacred and the sacred more CT Women'’s secretary, Pam
full of life,” she said. “I like DiDio, at 1-866-367-2822, ext
to make worship more full of  101. Plan to attend this lively
life and our everyday filled and informative gathering
with opportunities for cre- and Catch Something.

Congregational Church of
East Hampton Celebrates
Arrival of Retugee Family

Several members of the Congregational Church of East
Hampton were on hand on the evening of Monday, June 9,
to welcome Parisa Eghterafi Najafabadi and her husband,
Ehsan Larlari as the young couple arrived at the
Connecticut Limousine depot in New Haven. Parisa and
Ehsan are from Iran, though Parisa is Bahai and Ehsan is a
Shiite Muslim. Because of their different faiths, their ability
to remain in Iran as a married couple was going to be diffi-
cult at best. They obtained visas to Turkey, and spent the
last ten months living in Turkey while awaiting a church in
the U.S. to host them through Interfaith Refugee Ministries,
a ministry agency operated under the direction of Church
World Service. The couple will be staying at the home of a
church family while the church’s refugee resettlement com-
mittee locates an apartment for them.

A reception to introduce Parisa and Ehsan to the whole
church family was held after worship on Sunday, June 15.
The church membership is very excited about this new min-
istry as they seek to provide housing, a job, language edu-
cation and transportation for the couple over the next few
months. Ehsan and Parisa are very happy to be here in
Connecticut and are looking forward to building new lives
for themselves in the United States. -Rev. Thomas Kennedy

Insight from a Palestinian
Christian Community

Rev. Denise Clapsaddle

nJune 1, The Rev. Ken Taylor, a retired

Connecticut Conference staff member,

returned from a three-month stint living in
a Palestinian Christian Community. He participated
through the Ecumenical Accompaniment program
sponsored by the World Council of Churches.

Ken Taylor decided to spend three months in
what is considered one of the world’s most dan-
gerous places because, “After 31 years on the
Connecticut Conference staff spent going to
meetings, | found myself in retirement still
going to meetings. | wanted to shift gears and
have an adventure.” Throughout his three
months in the Middle East, Taylor found that,
contrary to the media portrayal of the region,
Palestine is “not anywhere near as conflicted or
dangerous as | imagined.” And in spite of the
fact that in most towns and cities the police
headquarters and many government buildings
have been destroyed, “it is amazing how peace-
ful it is, with the exception of the action of sol-
diers operating under their perceived notions
of demands for security,” he explained.

Taylor spent his time in Palestine “getting
acquainted with people and discovering what
happens in a military occupation.” He soon
learned that gaining clearance at the many
Israeli-controlled military checkpoints and road-
blocks that Palestinians must negotiate to con-
duct ordinary, daily activities such as shopping,
going to work and school, or visiting loved ones
on the other side of checkpoints, at times took
hours or was prevented altogether. He said the
checkpoints do not provide real security, but
instead can be a means of harassment. For
example, education is highly prized by
Palestinians, because of their long-standing rep-
utation as among the most educated of the
Arab peoples, but access to higher education is
often limited because of blockades and imposed
curfews that limit the movement of students.
“Palestine is encircled with [Israeli] military and
divided into small clusters of towns and agricul-
tural land,” Taylor said. “It is not too much of a
caricature to call the West Bank an open-air
prison.” And just as in a prison, “What goes on
in the yard is not managed, but only access in
and out is severely restricted.”

As an Accompanier, Taylor often found that his
presence at the Israeli military checkpoints
seemed to discourage harassment of
Palestinians by Israeli soldiers. But he found
that those most often denied access at check-
points were young Palestinian men, and his
presence could not prevent that from happen-
ing. In spite of the continuing presence of sol-
diers, and the ongoing violence against those
suspected of being involved in organizing mili-
tant resistance to the occupation of Palestinian
territories, Taylor said that “Thirty five years of
occupation by Israel have produced a steady
non-aggressive steadfastness.” The most com-
mon response to the occupation is a non-violent
commitment to stay right where they are. For
many Palestinians, because of the severe eco-

nomic hardships imposed by the occupation,
this steadfastness becomes a daily struggle for
survival.

Being in a primarily Christian Palestinian com-
munity during Holy Week proved fascinating for
Taylor. People filled the large, local Roman
Catholic church each night of Holy Week. On
Holy Saturday, a band of snare drummers and
bugle players carried a light from Jerusalem and
paraded in and out of churches. “They were
glad to have us with them as Christians,” he
said. Interestingly, the Eastern Orthodox and
Western Churches are so ecumenical that they
do not celebrate Christmas and Easter accord-
ing to different calendars, as in the United
States. Rather, they celebrate Easter on the
dates dictated by the Eastern Orthodox calen-
dar and observe Christmas on the western date
of December 25. Taylor helped out the local
Christian community by scraping paint off the
floor in the Melkite [an Eastern sect] worship
space to help prepare the church for the arrival
of a newly ordained priest who had been living
in Zababdey. He found it fun to be part of the
fellowship of the priests, who enjoyed the
opportunity to practice their impressive English
skills with their visitor.

According to Taylor, perhaps the most discour-
aging development in Palestine in the past sev-
eral months is the rapid construction of a com-
bination wall-fence between Israel and the occu-
pied territories. In many cases, this barrier,
which is intended to enhance Israeli security,
separates Palestinians from their land, and
makes access to water and jobs and the conduct
of important economic exchanges between
Israel and Palestine difficult for Palestinian
communities. He believes the fence will become
yet another chip in the negotiating process, one
aim of which is to protect settlements of Israeli
citizens in occupied territories.

During his time in Palestine, Taylor came to feel
that present conditions cast an inevitability to
events in the ongoing struggle for peace. “As
long as the Palestinians live under Israeli mili-
tary occupation, there will be resistance to the
occupation, and part of that resistance will
always be violent,” he said. Taylor believes that
unlocking the Israeli-Palestinian relationship is
crucial to producing peace and true security in
the region. “If the turn toward peace had hap-
pened earlier in my visit,” he said, “I would have
spent a great deal of time confronting stereo-
types of Israelis. If these two peoples are going
to live together, both sides must unlock from
their stereotypes of “Jews” or “terrorists” and
discover one another as Semitic brothers.”

If you are interested in getting involved in Advocacy
for peace and justice in the Middle East, please con-
tact Derek Duncan, UCC Program Associate for
Middle East/Europe, at 216-736-3220. If you are
interested in learning more about participation in the
Ecumenical Accompaniment program, you can con-
tact Peaceful Ends through Peaceful Means, at
WWW.pepm.org.




tart Something
YouthFest, a project of
Eden Theological
Seminary, is set for
September 19 - 21 at
Camp Jewel YMCA in
Colebrook, Connecticut.
Start Something is
designed to initiate dis-
cussions with youth
throughout the United
C h of Christ, as a means of exploring the
y different ways God calls each of us to use
our gifts and talents.

The YouthFest is described as unlike “anything
you have ever done before.” It is comprised of
three days of alternative, outside-the-box expe-
riences and exploration, which involve drama,
technology, music, Bible study and fun interac-
tion with other youth. Program leaders hope
to help young people start thinking about the
gifts God has given them and how they might
use those gifts while pursuing their own life’s
work.

Youth can attend with their youth group or as
individuals. Leadership is provided from the
Start Something staff as well as a group of CT
Conference mentors who have been trained by
Start Something. Scholarship assistance is
available. The project is funded by a grant for
the Lily Foundation. Information, including
an introductory video, has been sent to all CT
Conference churches and registrations are
being accepted now. Check with your pastor,
youth leader or Christian education person.

For more information check out www.start-
something.org or contact Rev. Kathy Peters at
kathyp@ctucc.org or call toll free 1-866-367-
2822, or locally 860-233-5564 at the
Connecticut Conference office.

an appreciation luncheon was held
to remember and rejoice in the wonderful ministry the program served over the years.
Present at the luncheon were Sue Adames and Karen Ziel (standing), and Lois Harwick
and Linda Bagnal (seated), all members of the Face to Face team. For 13 years, the pro-
gram gave children from the inner cities the opportunity to experience the outdoors and
meet with children from rural areas, face to face. The program’s remaining funds will be
used to encourage young people from urban areas to attend Silver Lake Conference
Center summer programs by providing scholarship money, by actively seeking youth from
our urban churches and by providing assistance needed to get the young people to Silver
Lake.
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On April 27th, the Congregational
Church in Killingworth hosted the
5th annual OYouth Day.O 220
Middle and High School youth, plus
advisors and clergy representing 28
church youth groups, gathered for a
day of worship, song, quiet media-
tion and exercise. The goal of the day
was to excite, connect and energize
the youth, making them aware of the
possibilities that exist in local church
youth groups. Mark your calendar
for Youth Event 2004, to be held on
April 25th.

Anne and Tim
Hughes Called as
Co-Directors

at Silver Lake

Anne and Tim Hughes have accepted
the call to serve as the new Co-Directors
of Silver Lake Conference Center.

“l am pleased to announce that Anne
and Tim Hughes have accepted the call
to serve as the new Co-Directors of
Silver Lake Conference Center,” said the
Rev. Davida Foy Crabtree, Conference
Minister. “Active members of First
Congregational Church of Norwalk,
they have years of experience at Silver
Lake as Deans, counselors, summer
staff, year-round staff, and worship lead-
ers. They are especially known around
our Conference for their musical gifts
and love of the faith.”

Anne comes to the position having
served as Manager and Program
Director for CLASP Homes, Inc. in
Westport for twelve years. She has
worked in the fields of disabilities and
mental health since graduating from the
College of New Rochelle. She also has
served as a trainer and workshop leader
for the American Camping Association,
and for numerous camps in CT, NY, and
NH. In addition, she has managed fund-
raising campaigns, written grants, and
facilitated support groups.

Tim has served as Co-founder and direc-
tor of Connecticut Children’s Musical
Theatre in Greenwich for a decade. He
previously served as youth minister with
Buckingham Congregational Church in
Glastonbury with the Connecticut
Conference. His recent professional
work has largely been in the area of
computer/video/web design, training
and administration, including his own
business, Deep Forest Creations, in
Bridgeport. Tim served for four years on
the Silver Lake Board of Directors,
resigning when he realized that God was
calling him and Anne to apply for the
position of Director.

Together, Tim and Anne bring strong
gifts of management, vision, creativity,
love for Silver Lake and its heritage and
future, and a commitment to diversify-
ing participation at the Lake and reach-
ing out to all our churches. Their
Christian faith pervades their lives and
their life commitments. Both have given
themselves for years, both personally
and professionally, not only to SLCC,
but to many other ministries of out-
reach. They spoke to the Search
Committee of the Silver Lake communi-
ty as a village, where people can experi-
ence living together for a week with peo-
ple who are different, and thus give
hope to the world. “Silver Lake is a safe
environment to try on new ideas about
faith, community and self-awareness...a
rare, vital haven where our young peo-
ple can let down their guard and start to
explore trust and begin to nurture
themselves and each other,” writes Tim.

Anne wrote to the committee of the
unofficial vocations she and Tim have
committed to: “building faith communi-
ty...fiercely nurturing the children in
our village, fostering creative and artistic
expression, celebrating life transition rit-
uals, communing with nature, conserv-
ing God’s creation, working on our own
growth and health, expressing love and
listening to God’s call, humor and some-
times, silence.”

The team of Joyce Yarrow and Chris
Mereschuk, with Matt Peters as assistant
summer director, will remain in place
for this summer, with full responsibility
for oversight and leadership. Though
plans are not yet finalized, it is anticipat-
ed that Anne and Tim will begin to be
involved at various times through the
summer.




