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Message of
Hope Comes 
to Connecticut

Amid our relentless
focus on the war in
Iraq, news from the
frontlines of a strug-
gle much closer to
home came to the
Connecticut
Conference. As part
of a two-week visit to
the United States,
Ricardo Esquivia

spoke on April 1 to an evening gather-
ing at the First Church of Christ in
Middletown, and earlier in the day to a
group of seminarians and UConn Law
School students at the Hartford
Seminary. Esquivia is Director of the
Christian Center for Justice, Peace and
Non-Violent Action (JUSTAPAZ) of the
Colombian Mennonite Church, and an
internationally recognized authority on
conflict transformation.

Acclaimed by our Conference Minister,
the Rev. Dr. Davida Foy Crabtree, as
“one of the great leaders for peace in
Colombia,” Esquivia brought his mes-
sage of hope and reconciliation for
Colombia to Connecticut. Drawing con-
nections between the situations in Iraq
and Afghanistan, he said, “In our back-
yard, there is Colombia. It has a conflict
that is still possible to change. I would
like to help you think about Colombia,

think about it as a form of planting
seeds of justice.”

Esquivia spoke to the audience as a vet-
eran of the Colombian reconciliation
and peace process, and as one who has

Partnership.Peacemaking. Prayer. Protest. Politics. Pizza. Listening.
Learning. Laughter. Organizing. Tears. Solidarity. Travel. Raising aware-
ness. Solemnity. Jubilation. What do these words have in common?
They are all aspects of the Connecticut Conference UCC Colombia
Partnership. From its beginnings with two UCC ministers who adopted
Colombian children, through the involvement of the National UCC
Justice and Witness Ministries, to the beginning of our CT UCC part-
nership as a result of Rev. Davida Foy Crabtree’s friendship with
Barbara Gerlach (one of the adoptive parents), our Colombia
Partnership has been a source of remarkable Christian witness and a
tremendous range of experience. The National, Conference and local
church settings of the United Church of Christ are Continued on page 5 Continued on page 2
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