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EDITORIAL -

THE REV. DR. DAVIDA FOY CRABTREE

Live the
love you
KNow

In this year of such

conflict and suffering,

we must trust that
Christ will be born
anew in human hearts
as Advent becomes
Christmas and
Epiphany. This tiny
One, God Incarnate,
bears for us our deep-
est hopes, our most
poignant yearnings.

The Rev. Dr. Davida Foy Crabtree,

Conference Minister

And so in these
Christian seasons of

hope, joy, love and peace, | yearn for you to
make these weeks different from any you have

known. Hear the majesty of the Messiah in
your mind as you go about your daily life.
Begin or end (or both!) each day with a time
of devotion. Offer an act of justice-making
daily, in Christ’s name and for the world’s
sake. Imagine Mary’s pregnancy and time of
birth, give thanks for your own parents, and
make the world a little better for the next
generation. Imagine Joseph’s loyalty, so sorely
tested, and pray for relationships that are also
tested in these times. Cultivate a spirit of
thankfulness and generosity. In all things,
keep your mind on Christ and live the love
you know through him.

One way to live these seasons would be to join
in a movement that began with our Florida
Conference Minister, the Rev. Doug Borko.
He took some Sabbath time in October to Amen.
reflect and pray. The outcome was an invita-
tion to the members of the churches in
Florida to commit to praying St. Francis’
prayer daily. | believe that Doug’s invitation is
truly inspired and so | extend it to you. Will
you join me in committing to pray this prayer
each day? If we truly pray, with depth and sin-
cerity, the prayer will begin to shape us and
the world around us as well.

Lord, make me an instrument
of your peace;

Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
Where there is injury, pardon;
Where there is doubt, faith;
Where there is despair, hope;
Where there is darkness, light;
and where there is sadness, joy.
Grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console;

To be understood as to understand;
To be loved, as to love.

For it is in giving that we receive;

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
And it is in dying that we are
born to eternal life.

If we and all the world could live by these
gospel-inspired hopes, life would be trans-
formed not only for those who live in the
depths of war and poverty, but for all who live
in the shallows of affluence as well. And
Christ is born in human hearts once again!

Indicate your commitment by registering on our web
page: Www.ctucc.org.

THE PROPHET MOTIVE -

GORDON BATES

Hidden

Costs

of Focus
on lrag

From the standpoint of the current
administration in Washington, as

well as that of a majority of

Congress in both major parties, the
U.S. faces a potentially fatal cost if
we fail to remove Saddam Hussein
from power in Iraq. It is acknowl-
edged by all but a few of the pow-
ers that be among the nations that
Hussein has been despotic in his
rule over the country, is now the
perpetrator of great evil towards
his own people and others and in

goes, he can be expected to
have it in the near future and
will undoubtedly use it as he
has reportedly used germ and
chemical weapons in the past.
So, it is concluded, the costs
of ignoring those “realities”
are incalculable for the U.S.
and the world.

The voices in opposition
(whether a minority or a
majority across the nation is
unclear) have made a
counter-argument based on
the costs of going forward
with a pre-emptive strike. The
costs usually cited include: the sub-
version of our own democracy by
becoming an aggressor nation; the
loss of support internationally
when it looked as if the U.S. might
go forward alone; and now that the
United Nations is more on-board
with U.S. policy, the potential for
inciting more terrorism; and final-
ly, undertaking the governing and
management of another country
after the presumed victory celebra-
tion is over.

the future is capable of almost any-
thing. Whether he has nuclear
capacity now or not, the argument

» United Church News -

The Prophet Motive urges upon us
another set of costs, whichever
argument ultimately guides our
nation. That is the multitude of
issues and concerns that are being
ignored while the energies of the
nation, economically and political-
ly, are focused on containing or
eliminating Saddam Hussein.
Consider, as a partial listing:
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U.S. interventions in Colombia.
For the past several years, the vast
bulk of resources ($1.73 billion
since 2000) sent south to counter
the drug culture and to assist the
government in its civil war have
been in the form of helicopters,
paramilitary training and conven-
tional armaments. Only a fraction
of our financial help has been for
humanitarian efforts and virtually
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Uncommon Sense:
Spiritual Health Care

By CHARLIE
KUCHENBROD

Editor’s note: September’s
CONNTtact introduced Charlie
as the new Associate Conference
Minister for Administration.
He comes to this position mid-
career, having worked until
now in the private sector or, as
he puts it, “the corporate
world.” Charlie has an MBA
in Health Care Administration
from the Wharton School and
has written this column as the
subject of a fictional interview
with the Wharton Health Care
Alumni Association
("WHCAA.”) He hopes to
write a series of columns that
bring professional management
and theological perspectives
together to address challenges
clergy and lay people meet in
leading congregations. In this,
his first column, he describes
his new role and intention with
a mix of corporate world and
“church world” jargon — a
melding which reflects Charlie’s
sense of how these two worlds
come together in his position.

WHCAA: So, Charlie, what
are you up to?

CK: I’'m directing finance
and administration for a
non-profit organization in
Connecticut. We work with
community-based affiliates
to transform the lives of
individuals, families and
their communities. We
have 258 affiliates in the
state with about 100,000
members.

WHCAA: Is it a health care
organization?

CK: Not in the way we talk
about health care in the
program.

WHCAA: How has your train-
ing and career in health care
prepared you for this role?
CK: My strategic planning
professor said that all of the
important problems in the
world are management
problems. He may have
overstated the case, but at
that time it became clear to
me that management was
my calling; health care was a
particular ministry. Both
were important to me.
What has prepared me for
this new role is my training
and experience as a manag-
er.

WHCAA: How do you feel
about leaving health care, at
least health care as convention-
ally defined?

CK: I went into health care
management because |
wanted to help make sure
that people were well cared
for. My gifts were not suited
to becoming a practitioner
— management was a much
better fit. My experience in
health care was, on the
whole, frustrating. 1 still
want to make sure that peo-
ple are well cared for, I’'m
just re-framing what | mean
by “cared for.”

WHCAA: Say more about how
lives are transformed by your
organization.

CK: We know that there is a
non-physical aspect to reali-
ty, beyond the five senses,
but real, nevertheless. This

aspect permeates reality as
we know it — indeed tran-
scends this reality. When
people connect with this,
they are transformed.

WHCAA: How so?

CK: Different people
respond differently. People
commonly feel a stronger
sense of connectedness
marked by increased com-
passion and concern for
social justice.

WHCAA: Sounds spiritual.
CK: Yes, but | would draw a
distinction between spiritu-
ality and religion. We are in
the religion business.

WHCAA: Religion is a busi-
ness?

CK: | take that back — 1
meant “business” in the
sense of our purpose. |
believe, however, that any
enterprise, regardless of
purpose, will benefit from
good management.

WHCAA: Which is what you
are bringing to the table.

CK: I hope so. Someone
said, forgive me for not
remembering who exactly,
that common sense is
uncommon. It is one of my
conceits that | have com-
mon sense, which has been
enhanced by management
training and burnished by
experience.

WHCAA: Uncommon sense, S0
to speak.

CK: Yes. I've always thought
if | wrote a book or column
about management that |
would call it “Uncommon
Sense.”

WHCAA: You should do that.
CK: I just did.

Jesse Glick, Director of the Tri-
State Regional Office of Church
World Service, and members of
the Wider Church Ministry team
survey some of the 1,400 school
kits for Afghan children and the
$8,000 that was collected at
the 135th Annual Meeting of the
Connecticut Conference. Many
thanks go to the churches of the
Connecticut Conference for
their generosity. The $8,000
collected will buy desks and
chairs for the Afghan students
directly from Afghan craftsmen.

Alan E. Green has a business
executive’s sense of strategic
planning and a social work-
er’s commitment to those in
need. So it is no surprise that
Green, after only nine days
into his new job as head of
New Samaritan Corp., talks
enthusiastically about both
the dreams — and the reali-
ties of “New Sam,” one of
New England’s largest devel-
oper of affordable housing.

“In some sense, New
Samaritan is the UCC’s best
kept secret, and that’s got to
change,” Green says. “I hope
that with some critical think-
ing and planning, we can
become even more respon-
sive to the area’s growing
need for safe, clean, attrac-
tive housing people can real-
ly afford.”

Green, 56, of Bloomfield,
comes to the organization
after several years as the
founding partner of Green,
Wilson & Associates, a man-
agement consulting firm
with a focus on strategic
planning for non-profit cor-
porations. Prior to that he
was the Executive Director of
the Community Foundation
for Greater New Haven and
Associate Director of the
Hartford Foundation for
Public Giving. He was named
president of New Samaritan
upon the retirement of
Betsey Reed, who served the
organization for more than
20 years.

“Betsey has been amazing,”
Green says. “In addition to
serving as CEOQ, she’s been a
volunteer and a visionary.

Alan E. Green to Head

New Samaritan
Corporation

She played an instrumental
role in founding the nursing
home, in building the staff
and in establishing the
skilled nursing facility in
Mansfield.”

New Samaritan Corporation,
which was established in
1970 by the Rev. Arthur
Higgins as a mission arm of
the Connecticut Conference
of the United Church of
Christ, has grown to more
than 600 employees and an
annual operating budget of
about $10 million. It has
developed more than 3,000
units of housing for the
elderly, veterans, people with
physical and mental disabili-
ties and low-income families.
Headquartered in Hamden,
the non-profit corporation
works with local architects,
non-profit groups, construc-
tion teams and churches to
develop, operate and main-
tain housing in Connecticut,
Massachusetts and Rhode
Island. Most of the units are
in Connecticut and are
spread over 60 towns rang-
ing geographically from
Noank to Kent.

“New Sam,” as it is colloqui-
ally referred to by many in
the Connecticut Conference,
still receives a considerable
portion of its financial sup-
port from members of UCC
churches, along with some
members of ecumenical
allied denominations. In
addition to the housing it
provides, the corporation
also has a 98-bed skilled
nursing facility. The corpora-
tion has, within its structure,
two non-profit management
firms: Elderly Housing
Management, Inc., and
Community Housing
Management, Inc. Working
with a host of housing com-
munities, these subdivisions
offer professional real estate
management services,
including: technical assis-
tance, administrative and
support services, marketing
and financial consultancy,
maintenance, professional
training, program planning,
Continued on page A8




of Ministry
with Youth

By CHRISTINE PALM

Here in Connecticut, the problems experienced by
young people run the gamut from boredom to
homelessness. As a result, the term “youth ministry”
takes on several shadings: is it organizing a fun out-
ing for a youth choir? Providing computer access for
high school students who can’t compete with their
wealthier peers? Developing nascent faith and spiri-
tuality? Intervening in a domestic situation when a
young person is being sexually abused? The answer
is: all of the above — and much more.

And while many of the problems associated with
adolescents pervade suburban, rural and urban fam-
ilies alike, urban youth ministry seems particularly
challenging. The relative poverty of city residents,
coupled with the strain put on urban churches to

A

The Rev. Ruth Anne Martz, Associate Minister, Immanuel Congregational
Church (center) talks with youth members (rear) Tristan Roberts and (clockwise)  vijijavicencio, pastor of

and his brother Jonathan Purdy.

act increasingly as social service centers, makes serv-
ing the needs of city youth harder than ever.

“The challenges facing urban churches multiply
daily,” says the Rev. Persida Mendez, pastor of Iglesia
Nueva Esperanza in East Hartford. “We serve so
many families hurt by poverty, unemployment,
divorce, substance abuse and despair. The children
are, as always, the ones who suffer most.”

Because problems with adults often spill over into
the rest of family life, they become, in short order,
the problems faced by young people.

At a recent gathering of pastors and lay leaders,

Joys and Sorrows

___ili—

his sister Camille Roberts, Melissa Yennie, Chinwe Ezeonyekwelu, Jeffrey Purdy

organized as part of a
series of “awareness
events” for the pro-
posed capital cam-
paign of the churches
of the UCC, the Rev.
Barbara Headley, pas-
tor of Faith
Congregational
Church in Hartford,
spoke eloquently
about how young peo-
ple are affected by the
problems around them.

“I realized that | was out of touch with our youth, so
one day | asked whether I might do a ‘ride along’
with a police sergeant who covers the night hours in
our part of Hartford,” Pastor Headley recalls. “He
picked me up at 11:30 p.m. and | rode with him
until 5:30 a.m. What | saw has stayed with me ever
since. Our kids were out on the streets all night
long. They came out at 2 a.m., and 3 a.m. They had
nowhere to go so they just hung out.” Pastor
Headley went on to say that many in the neighbor-
hood and the church remember Faith gratefully as
the place that they went as youth. “We need to
restore that relationship!” she adds.

Here in the small and populous state of

Connecticut, there is often a jarring juxtaposition of

wealth and poverty. In Danbury, for example, there
are nearly 500 “undoc-
umented” day laborers
who speak very little
English and who need
help with basic aspects
of everyday life.
Despite the ample
wealth of Fairfield
County, these men rely
on help from an
unlikely source — a
small, financially strug-
gling church.

“These day laborers
need so much help,
and they are there
every day, rain or
shine, waiting to be
picked up for work as
gardeners, construc-
' tion workers or jani-
tors,” says the Rev.
Juana Jourdain

Iglesia Hispana Unida
de Cristo, a UCC
church which shares
space with the Danbury Congregational Church.
“We have found that many of them are mistreated
and often are not paid for the work they do. Our
volunteers help with food pantries, donations of
clothes, and assembling and delivering personal
hygiene packs. We often intercede with labor bosses
to get payment for the workers. You can’t imagine
how these adult problems affect the children of
these men who are trying so hard to support their
families.”

Villavicencio’s church works with The Hispanic
Center of Danbury, which used to have a staff per-
son to help these families. But, according to her,

“recent government cuts eliminated that position, so
our church has picked up the slack.” Next summer,
she and members of her congregation hope to start
a program to get these migrant workers organized.

When asked if helping these needy families might
build her congregation, she laughs sadly.

“In the first place, they are working on Sunday and
often cannot attend services, and second, most of
them are Catholic,” she says. “No, we don’t do it to
get more members. We do it because God calls us
to.”

One of the most frustrating aspects of her work with
these families, Villavicencio says, is that it remains a
largely invisible problem.

“They are a reality and the thing is, even the church-
es ignore this situation,” she says. “People talk only
about 9/11 and violence. To me, ignoring a prob-
lem this severe does violence to families, and espe-
cially to children.”

One manifestation of how poverty affects young peo-
ple is in their self-esteem and self-identity.

“In our congregation, aculturation and immersion
mean being absorbed in the American culture and
at the same time, struggling to keep your own,”
Villavicencio says. “This applies to the spiritual, as
well as to language and lifestyle. Many of our young
people, especially those in their late teens, have
trouble making the transition back and forth
between cultures.”

To help them, the church offers a program called
“Genesis,” in which bi-cultural issues are openly dis-
cussed and dealt with, and a parenting group open
not only to members of her church, but to the
Latino community of Danbury in general.

“We distribute fliers, and people come,” she says.
“Many people in social service agencies in town
refer people to us. At the Department of Families
and Children, they say, ‘go to the Hispanic UCC,
they’ll help you.” We have good coordination with
these agencies.”

But the fact remains, churches are not social service
agencies. Too often, they do double — and triple —
duty.

The Rev. Persida Mendez agrees.

“I believe it is imperative to protect and nourish our
young people, but it is a great drain on any church’s
resources,” Mendez says. Like many of her col-
leagues in ministry, Mendez hopes that people will
support the urban youth initiative arm of the “Now
for the Future” campaign of the churches of the
Connecticut Conference. (Please see story on pg. A5.)

For the Rev. Ed Horstmann, pastor of Immanuel
Congregational Church in Hartford, youth ministry
has two important aspects.

“1 believe it’s vital to look not only at kids in need,
but at what these kids have to offer, as well,”
Horstmann says. “Often, these young people have
skills and gifts that go unrecognized, and while it’s
true they have challenges, it’s equally true that they
have the ability to become leaders. They make great
tutors of younger kids, for example, and aren’t often
given the chance to contribute in ways that applaud
them.”

For this reason, Immanuel has organized a program

called the “Crossroads Cooperative Learning
Program,” which offers academic enrich-
ment to some of the city’s young people.
The program was conceived by Immanuel
member Todd Eckerson, a teacher at
Westminister Academy, who was inspired by
the writings of Jonathan Kozol. Under
Eckerson’s tutelage, “Crossroads” offers a
two-week intensive math, science and
humanities academy to 13 students at
Hartford Public High School. A group of
adults follows these kids throughout the
school year, meeting with them once a
month and helping them stay focused “right
up until it’s time for the SAT tests and col-
lege application time,” Horstmann says.

Like many other urban churches, Immanuel
offers its building and supports many other
programs, such as the Loaves and Fishes
Ministry, the Hartford Children’s Theater
and offers its own youth programs, including
a youth drumming circle.

But the needs of youth certainly aren’t limit-
ed to the cities. The Rev. Tom Calderone,
pastor of the East Windsor Congregational
Church, has noticed a marked increase in
the number of families needing assistance
with basic needs.

“We have about 60 to 70 families who come
twice a week, all year ‘round, to our Food
Pantry,” Calderone says. “In this way, our

church, which has only 160 members, is a
microcosm of a larger church. We, too, have
the hungry and the dispossessed and some
of the problems that might have been tradi-
tionally thought of as ‘urban’ are beginning
to move into small towns and rural areas.”

Most urban pastors agree that cooperation
with suburban congregations is vital.

“Money is, of course, always needed, but
where | would like to see people involved is
physically,” says Danbury’s Villavicencio. “I
say to anyone who will listen, ‘Come here
and work with us in the Sunday school — be
physically visible.””

Each Christmas, the First Church of Christ,
Congregational, in Redding Center helps
members of 50-member Iglesia Hispana
Unida de Cristo with an annual holiday
drive.

“They reach so many families without really
knowing the good they are doing,” she says.
“They are the children of the poor, and
through this quiet ministry we do together,
wonderful things happen. Because of the
generosity of the people in Redding, we are
able to give gifts to 20 to 30 kids, and people
with AIDS, and elderly widows. | often won-
der if the members of other churches know
how much they help.”

Spirit-filled, Action-

oriented 135th

Annual Meeting

By THE REv. ERIC ANDERSON

Church of Christ, spoke
Saturday of peace and
Sunday of justice: and was
clear both days that there is
no peace without justice.
Observant of the world
around and of the events of
the meeting itself, she pre-
sented great wisdom and
challenge to the assembly.

Hugh and Kate McLean, co-
chairs of the prospective capi-
tal campaign committee,

After three days of activity,
discussion, worship, debate,
prayer, learning, laughter and
song, the delegates to the
Connecticut Conference’s
one hundred thirty-fifth
Annual Meeting returned
home. They had heard and
accomplished much in those
three days, gathered in the
hospitable structure of Hill
Regional Career High School
in New Haven.

Conference Minister Davida
Foy Crabtree’s address to the
delegates on Friday night
offered faithful and sensible
guidance for living in times
such as ours, filled as they are
with disaster and despair. She
spoke powerfully of the wit-

ness for peace she had expe-
rienced among our partners
in Colombia, and of the chal-
lenge they offer us to support
that witness. She reflected
upon the contradictory her-
itage in racial relations which
has been given to us, chal-
lenging the delegates to
renew and reinforce their
resistance to racism. She joy-
fully announced that the
General Synod of the United
Church of Christ will meet in
Connecticut in 2007, the cel-
ebration year of the denomi-
nation’s fiftieth birthday.

Keynoter Bernice Powell
Jackson, Executive Minister
for Justice and Witness
Ministries in the United

reported on their work to
date. (Look for details of the
campaign in a special January
issue of ConnTact.) The dele-
gates also heard remarkable
reports from Kent Siladi, part
of a delegation which visited
Colombia last summer; from
the Korean Partnership,
including words from the
Moderator of the Kyung-Ki
Presbytery; from the
Seminary Support
Committee; and from the
youth who participated in
Saturday’s Mission Day. They
recognized the addition of
Mill Plain Union Church in
Waterbury to the UCC, of
Niantic Community Church

Continued on page A8

Awareness Events
Draw Folks Now
for the Future

Many pastors and lay leaders around the state have been invited
to a number of “awareness events” designed to solicit interest
and ideas for the proposed capital campaign, “Now for the
Future.” Every church in the Connecticut Conference received
at least three invitations, and response so far has been very posi-
tive, report Campaign Co-chairs Hugh and Kate McLean.

“These gatherings serve both as information sharing and listen-

ing sessions,”

Hugh McLean
says. “Discussions
so far have
helped refine the
F = = - have been help-
ful and support-
ive, with a positive feeling about the campaign. We on the com-

issues that

remain to be

addressed before

a full campaign is
mittee look forward to hearing more ideas from pastors and lay
leaders in the coming months.”

launched.
Suggestions from
those attending

As the proposed campaign is a work-in-progress, these awareness
events, held in various locations around the state, have brought
to light many ways individuals and churches can participate in
plans for the campaign. All are encouraged to become involved.

Testimonials given at the awareness events exemplify the pas-
sion, dedication and even the humor of members of the church-
es of the Connecticut Conference. At an event held Nov. 7, the
Rev. Lee Moore, Interim Minister at the Norfield
Congregational Church Society in Weston, exhorted the crowd
to get involved by telling them: “There are two ways to get to the
top of an oak tree. Climb the tree or sit on an acorn.”

Howard Kelly, Jr., a young African-American member and
Deacon of United Congregational Church of Bridgeport, gave a
moving testimonial about why his church is an important part of
his life. He talked about the value of the confirmation retreats
at Silver Lake (one of the three main fundraising needs of the
proposed campaign). Kelly said churches can provide programs
and a place to “be” that is safe.

Participants at each event are treated to four testimonials from
UCC members who have volunteered to talk to those attending
the sessions. These men, women and young people speak about
the needs of the various campaign components: Urban Youth
Initiative, Endowment for Seminary Scholarships and
Challenged Conferences, and Silver Lake Conference Center
and Facilities for the Future.

As of press time, five events have taken place, in the towns of
Westbrook, Waterbury, Bridgeport, Hartford and New Haven.
The next event is scheduled for Nov. 24 in Storrs and Nov. 17 in
Greenwich. Other awareness events will be scheduled in various
locations around the state before the June 15t Special Meeting
of the Conference for final approval of the capital campaign.

Anyone wishing more information concerning “Now for the
Future” is asked to contact Diane Ciba, Campaign Coordinator,
at 860/233-5564, or email her at dianec@ctucc.org.




PILGRIMS & PARISHES

EDITED BY JEAN HAMILTON

Mansbpeld

First Church of ChristOs conbrma-
tion class has begun a study of
Christian faith and practice
alongside learning about other
major religious traditions of
Islam, Buddhism, Judaism and
Hinduism. They will have the
opportunity to meet and engage
in dialogue with people of differ-
ent faith traditions as well as an
adult mentor from their own
congregation.

East Granby

Congregational Church is spon-
soring a class of Foods of the
Bible. Each class will focus on dif-
ferent foods and the class will
prepare a dinner using that food.

Naugatuck

Congregational Church has held
a Faith Proclamation Course with
the opportunity to learn how to
explore beliefs about God,
Christ, the Holy Spirit, salvation,
the church, human nature, the
authority of scripture and prayer.

Bethlehem

First Church has instituted a way
to welcome visitors to their wor-
ship with a loaf of homemade
bread delivered to their home
after coffee hour. Volunteers
bake bread and others deliver
the loaves.

New London

Second Congregational Church
held an OUndie Sunday.O
Everyone was asked to bring new
underwear, heavy socks or ther-
mal underwear in their size and
gender. Donations were distrib-
uted through the local shelters.

Salisbury

Congregational Church offers a
program for families with school-
age children. A potluck dinner is
followed by movies for the chil-
dren and discussion topics for
the adults. It is an opportunity to
provide fellowship among the
families.

Winsted

Church of Christ has asked mem-
bers of the congregation to pray
for church school students
throughout the year. A childOs
name was chosen from a basket
and was held in prayer for a year.
A phone number was included as
well so that the parents might be
contacted for specibc issues and
concerns about the child.

Windsor

First Church has sealed the
names of people or places special
to members in their labyrinth.

For a donation of $5 the name
would be painted on the

labyrinth and sealed in place.

Norwich

First Congregational Church
planted a OGiving TreeO in the
church vestibule with many gift
ideas for the TVCCA homeless
shelter. In the fall the tree held
ideas for Church World Service
educational supplies.

Redding Center

The First Church of Christ has
offered a Fun Flex Plan for the
choir. Recognizing the need for
Rexibility, the choir has suggest-
ed people sign up for three-
month commitments if a full year
is too much.

New Canaan

Congregational Church has Oln-
the Car QuestionsO for parents to
spark conversation about the
morningOs church school lessons.
They also hold monthly family
worship services for children in
grades one and higher to wor-
ship with their families. In addi-
tion there was a month-long
series of discussions about help-
ing loved ones who suffer from
depression.

New Britain

South Church has a ten-minute
time of prayer for the church
before each worship service.

Ridgebeld

First Congregational Church has
instituted a church night. On
Wednesday evenings there is a
simple meal, vespers and a time
for small groups of various inter-
ests and concerns to meet.

Sufpeld

The First Church of Christ has
completed a major capital
improvements program includ-
ing Sanctuary Renovation, Entry
and Stairwell change, and
Chapel renovation. A portion of
the capital funds have been used
for mission projects; water pro-
jects in Africa and South
America; a Habitat for Humanity
building project with other
churches; two local projects for
equipment for the local
Ambulance Association and a
vehicle for the local Emergency
Aid Association; and a contribu-
tion to a local cancer-help pro-
gram.

Dana Fisher Sears
has resigned as
Director of Silver
Lake Conference
Center in Sharon,
the Rev. Davida Foy
Crabtree,
Conference
Minister, announced
recently. The
Conference will
appoint an interim
director later this fall during the search for
a new director.

ODana0s leadership at Silver Lake has been
wonderful in so many ways,O Crabtree says.
OShe has cared deeply for conferees, staff,
volunteers and retreat-goers. In her bve
years with us, she greatly expanded the
training of summer staff, introduced us to a
consultant who worked with us in strategic
planning for SLCCOs future, and oversaw
the updating of many facilities, including

the building of new cabins. We are going to
miss her very much, and pray that God will

continue to guide her in her new life and
ministry!O

In announcing her departure, Sears, who
started serving at Silver Lake in February,
1998, said, Ol had a long talk with God
recently. More accurately, God had a talk
with me. And it wasnOt all that long. But it
was persistent. | was in worship and no mat-
ter what was being said by worship leaders,
or what | was intending to pray about, God
kept sending the same message: OWe are
done at Silver Lake.O | appreciate the love
and nurture so many of you have given me
through these bve years. | will miss this
ministry and the bne folks | have worked
with. | know that God will send a new direc-
tor with the energy and vision to carry
Silver Lake into this exciting time. We have
always said that the ministry of Silver Lake
is not the property, nor is it individual peo-
ple. Those of you with a connection to and
a love of Silver Lake will continue the min-
istry through your care and dedication. |
pray that you will experience GodOs loving
touch as you share the joy of all that is to
come.O

A farewell celebration was held November
20 at South Church, New Britain, in the
Assyrian Memorial Parlor.

CLASSIFIEDS

whole communi-
ties of ordinary
Colombians of
their homes and
livelihood. Yet
the tide of mis-
information on

ch our gov-

ental judg-

ments are
formed contin-
ues, the devasta-
tion of
Colombia con-
tinues and the
coca crop has
grown larger
every year. As
always, the ques-
tion of the inBuence of oil revenues on governmen-
tal decisions hangs over U.S. policy.

Hidden
Costs

of Focu
on lrag
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Poverty and Education in the U.S: OPoor children
typically enter school a full year-and-a-half behind
their middle-class peers in language abilityESo mil-
lions of kids start their lives with an educational
debcit.O (Business Week, August 2002). The same
conclusion was reached by the U.S. Dept. of
Education after a study of school readiness. Both
parties have made great promises about improving
educational resources at all levels, about Oleaving no
child behind.O Those promises sit on shelves now.
When will this nation put its money where its mouth
is with regard to full access to quality education for
all children? At the moment, not until we take care
of Irag, however long that takes.

Environmental Conservation: The massive effort to
preserve the Arctic Wildlife Refuge from Oil explo-
ration and drilling has not yet achieved its goal,

under pressure from the Iraqi situation as well as
the entrenched oil lobby in Washington. At the
same time, SUVs and other gas-guzzlers are being
hyped across the nation as recreational compensa-
tion for the traumas of terrorism, a way to show the
world that the U.S. is going to continue to pursue
the Ogood life® and go about our national Obusi-
ness,O which is to consume as much as we can
despite any attempts to put a crimp in our life style
as Americans. The potential offered by other ener-
gy sources and other ways of powering our travel,
our factories and our homes is being indepbnitely
postponed while the overriding issues of national
security are dealt with, with no end in sight or even
contemplated. Bills and Amendments to allow
drilling are still very much alive in Congress, hoping
to sneak through while lawmakers in opposition are
preoccupied with the Middle East, or to force a situ-
ation in which permission to drill becomes a trade-
off to obtain some other much needed bill. The

level. So while achieving a statistical goal, the pro-
gram has failed to Oprovide a hand-up instead of a
hand-outO to the bulk of the families affected. But
who cares? Our political leaders certainly donOt,
except for a few willing to look at the facts.

Native Americans Consider these facts accumulated
by Ray Buckley of the United Methodist News
Services: Among the poorest of all Americans,
unemployment among Native Americans is 15%, or
three times the national average. Among Native
American children the death rate is at least three
times the national average (Harvard School of
Public Health/Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention). Suicide is 70% more likely, death by
unintentional injury is 270% more likely and dia-
betes occurrence is 350% more likely among Native
Americans. There is a tendency today to assume that
because of federal recognition of tribal sovereignty
and the success of gambling casinos, most Native

cost could be at least as devastating as any projected Americans are rolling in money. This assumption is,

harm that Saddam Hussein could inBict, and it is
much more certain.

Temporary Aid to Needy Families (TANF): has been
shelved for another year, apparently. Unable to
come to any conclusion in Congress before
September 30, 2002, the current program has been
renewed temporarily, which means, in actuality, no
sooner than next session and perhaps the next three
years. Already six years old, the TANF program has
been hung up on two competing truths: the welfare
rolls have indeed been reduced across the nation,
including in Connecticut, forcing many recipients to
get jobs and stay in the work force. The countervail-
ing fact is that most of the jobs which these former
recipients of welfare have had to take are minimum
wage positions which do not provide sufbcient
income for most families to live above the poverty

perhaps, especially prevalent here in Connecticut
with its glut of casinos, but it is emphatically not
true. As of 1998, fewer than one-third of the tribes
had gaming facilities and very few tribes have
become wealthy. This situation wasnOt on the
Congressional radar screens before Iraq. How
much attention will it receive now or in the future?

The hidden costs of war are only barely upon us.
The above just scratches the surface. Add your own
neglected issues and concerns. We do well to keep
our perspective as Christians. Or are we ready to
lose our focus on the dispossessed and the voiceless
and the marginalized, wherever they are? Now
thereOs a hidden cost!

The Rev. Gordon Bates is Associate Conference Minister for
Justice & Witness Ministries.
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to those churches which are Open and Afbrming, and
those congregations which have given a tithe of their
local operating expenses to OCWM or stepped up
appreciably in the past year. They worshiped in ways
dramatic and simple, humble and profound. They
attended workshops and viewed displays. And they
made decisions.

The Conference delegates voted on two budgets. For
the Missionary Society of Connecticut, which is the
agency managing the ConferenceOs funds for general
ministry, they authorized a budget of $5,780,388 for
2003. For the Trustees of the Fund for Ministers,
which provides retirement support and emergency

aid for clergy, they voted $999,490. They voted to
raise the funds with a $2,730,000 OCWM Basic

Support goal and a $2.00 per capita contribution

from the churches, with 63% of OCWM Basic Support
funds allocated to ministries of the national United
Church of Christ. The delegates also voted to revise
the Conference by-laws. The new arrangement ends
the late 1990s structure of the Regional Councils, and
seeks nominations from the Associations. It makes
Ministry Team members voting members of the
Conference, and adds an additional youth delegate to
each church.

At the Annual Meeting, the assembly voted four reso-
lutions:

1) Advocating Peace and Reconciliation in the
Korean Peninsula;

2) The Connecticut Conference, UCC, Our
Churches and their Relationships with the Boy
Scouts of America;

3) Afbrming Peaceful Alternatives to War on Irag;
and

4) A Call for Prayer and Dialogue.

Worship throughout the weekend was creative and
powerful. Friday nightOs litany of the Creation was

accompanied by a series of images which emphasized
the power of the Scriptures and prayers being read.
Saturday brought a moving chancel drama of the
churchOs confrontation with suspect persons, who
were found to be Jesus as Othe least of these.O Superb
gospel singing from the Elm City Vocal Ensemble
accompanied ministry testimonies from Waterbury

and Branford. SundayOs closing Festival Worship, held
at United Church on the Green delivered the full

glory of traditional music in organ, handbells, brass,
tympani, and a grand full choir, as it blled the spirit
with the preaching of the Word and the serving of the
Sacrament.

Members of the Conference know, however, that

these three days are but the beginning of another
yearOs service and ministry: a renewal and a rededica-
tion to the work of the Gospel.

(For more information and text of many of the
keynote speeches, resolutions and other reports, visit
the Conference website at www.ctucc.org.)

The Rev. Eric Anderson is webmaster for the Connecticut
Conference.



