Lonnlac!

Delegates, visitors, and clergy
from every corner of the state
came together on three beauti-
ful autumn days to do the work
and worship of the Conference:
the 258 churches that together
comprise the UCC in
Connecticut. Meeting at
Killingly High School in
Danielson, Conn., the 134th
Annual Meeting of the
Connecticut Conference heard
from scholars of the Middle
East and Islam, attended an
array of 20 workshops, played
UCC Jeopardy, approved a $5.7
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million budget and a $2.7 goal
for Our Church’s Wider Mission
for 2002, voted two resolutions
in the wake of September 11,
and worshipped God together.

Resolutions on Peace
and Civil Liberties
Resolutions speak to our
churches, rather than for our
churches, so they require your
congregation’s consideration
with care and intention. (Full
text is available at www.ctucc.org
and will be sent to each
church.) Two resolutions were
passed at this year’s meeting.
The Church of Christ in Yale
University (a UCC congrega-
tion) brought a resolution to
Annual Meeting calling for the
Conference Board of Directors
to communicate with the
President, Secretary of State,
and our representatives in
Congress, “urging them to fol-
low the force of law not the law
of force,” and recommending
the “criminal justice system to
bring perpetrators of this crime
to justice rather than resorting
to war.” The resolution also
urges congregations to hold
special offerings for two sepa-
rate appeals: the UCC’s “Hope
from the Rubble” appeal and
the “Afghan Emergency Fund”
and to educate our own congre-

gations about Islam and nonvio-
lence.

In an extraordinary suspen-
sion of the rules, delegates
voted to allow a resolution to be
brought from the floor, in light
of special circumstances. A reso-
lution “Safeguarding of Civil
Liberties” was proposed by the
Reverend Thomas MacMillan of
Second Congregational Church
in Coventry, who was an attor-
ney prior to ordination. The
resolution states that “legitimate
security needs of our country
can be achieved without erod-
ing the liberties
and freedoms”
we enjoy. The
resolution
“encourages our
churches, our
legislators, and
our public policy
advocate to oppose any propos-
als that would (for example):
permit indefinite detention of
non-citizens without probably
cause...permit the use of wire
tapping and electronic surveil-
lance without the normal safe
guards that ensure privacy....
permit law enforcement officials
to conduct secret searches.”

How Wil l We Be
Christ’s People?

In her annual address,
Conference Minister Davida Foy
Crabtree, asked the question,
“How will we be Christ’s
People?” She paid moving trib-
ute to Connecticut’s clergy, who
have faced one of the heaviest
burdens in pastoral care giving
not only for the bereaved, but
for those who survived the
events of September 11. And
she announced programs for
clergy that will help refresh and
nourish them spiritually.

“It is absolutely critical,” she
asserted, “that our response be
rooted in our Christian identity.
She announced the creation of
a new section on the
Conference website
(www.ctucc.org), which will pro-
vide different theological per-
spectives relative to Christian
responses and also an interac-
tive FIDO* email discussion
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The Annual Meeting was punctuated by installa-
tion of Associate Conference Ministers (clockwise
from top), a keynote from Dr. Jane Smith, direction
from Board Chair Alan Green, preaching from
Alice O’Donovan, moderating from Graham
Davidson, inspiration from Laity Award recipient
Samantha Leathers, keynote insights from Dr.
Dale Bishop, and an impassioned address from
Conference Minister Davida Foy Crabtree.




