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Recognized Woman Dear Connecticut Women of the UCC:
Awards . ........... pg 4

- : “Behold, We Are Doing Something New.” With this theme in mind your State
Interfaith Sewing & Board put together an exciting fall. We were able to offer a number of opportunities
Service............ pg 5 || for the UCC women of Connecticut. We unveiled our new calendar “2012 The Cal-
Service News 2 endar Girls” and also offered two Fall Retreats, one in Eastern Connecticut and one

"""" P9 in Western Connecticut.
Calendar Girls. .. . ... pg 7 On October 4 we unveiled our first ever annual 2012 “The Calendar Girls”
Church World calendar. This calendar replaces our service manual and highlights the service
_ that twelve of our Connecticut churches do. These twelve churches that appear in

Service ........ pgs 8-10 || the calendar were invited to join the Board to celebrate the service that they bring to

their churches and communities. You can purchase a calendar for $5.00 which
supports CTWUCC's service mission for the ROMA children. Our hope is to con-
tinue this project with a 2013 calendar. You will find more information inside this
newsletter on how to purchase your calendar, and learn how your church can be in
Labels for Education pg 13 featured in our 2013 Calendar Girls calendar.

On September 24" an Eastern Retreat, “Being Vessels Through Which Grace
Is Working”, was held at Mystic Congregational Church with Rev. Lee Ireland as the
facilitator. Thirty-five women attended and spent the day in fellowship with music,
prayer and conversation. With Eastern Retreat’s successful past experience, the
State Board decided to use their model to replicate their success in the western part
of the state. So on October 29" the first ever Western Retreat, “Grace Happens
When Preparation Meets Opportunity”, was held at the First Congregational Church
of Norwalk with Rev. Lee Ireland. Twenty-five women gathered in fellowship. Un-
fortunately our experience was cut short due to the Autumn Nor‘easter that arrived
earlier than expected. We hope to conclude the day sometime in the spring. The
feedback from both retreats was very positive and we hope to continue them next
year.

Toys for Niantic . . . . . pg 12

| would like to thank Rev. Lee Ireland for these two inspirational days, the Mys-
tic Congregational Church, First Congregational Church of Norwalk for their
kind hospitality. | also would like to thank the retreat committee Susan Waldron for
her leadership, Liz Longacre, Deb Janda, Beth Lambert , Mary Alape, Barbara
Billings, Martha Lape, Flora Majors, Karen Gravino, Natalie Phillips and Anna
Lee Van Allen for their commitment to bringing these two great opportunities to the
UCC women of Connecticut. Thank you also to Asylum Hill Congregational

Continued on page 2
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President, cont.

Church for their kind hospitality and the State Board’s Service Committee, Jeanne Grandy, Julie Evans, Flora
Majors and Dawn Scott for their inspiration and imagination in bringing to us the “2012 Calendar Girls” calendar.

Look around your church for women to be thanked for what they do in your church and community. They can be
honored for their time and efforts by nominating them to receive the Connecticut Women of the United Church of
Christ Recognized Woman Award at our Annual Meeting in April. Send us their names with a short bio so that
they can be lifted up. The deadline is approaching. You will find more details in this newsletter.

As we head into Thanksgiving, Advent and Christmas | thank you all and wish you happy holiday.

Blessings,

Jennifer Peterson, CTWUCC President
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RETREATS, 2011

In January, 2011, Connecticut Women President, Jennifer
Peterson asked me to consider coordinating a group of vol-
unteers for planning multiple Retreats for women around
the Connecticut Conference. A successful Retreat has been
taking place in the eastern part of the state for at least 25
years --- sometimes happening in a 2 day format, most re-
cently occurring in 1 day. Over time, leadership has
changed, volunteers have come and gone, but the enthusi-
asm for “a day away” has remained strong for all partici-
pants. Worship, music, sharing, food and fellowship make
these events.

A number of eager volunteers worked hard so only 4 meet-
ings were needed this year to plan 2 events. The Rev. Lee
Ireland gave generous amounts of time to the planning
process as well. Keeping the current economic situation in
mind, it was decided to use churches as our gathering place,
rather than “rent” a facility. Publicity was through the Con-
ference media, Communicator, emails, posters, flyers at
Conference events, and most importantly, word of mouth

The Eastern side of the state’s Retreat was “Being Vessels
Through Which Grace Is Working”, held Saturday, Sep-
tember 24, 2011 at the Mystic Congregational Church from
9-4. Rev. Lee Ireland was the leader and G7 catered a deli-
cious lunch---total cost to the 36 participants was $35.00.
Pam DiDio, our wonderful Connecticut Women secretary,
did the printing and binding of the programs.

The Western side of the state’s Retreat was “Grace Hap-
pens When Preparation Meets Opportunity”, held Saturday,
October 29, 2011 at the First Congregational Church of
Norwalk, scheduled for 9-4, our time was cut short by a
blossoming early snow storm! Rev. Lee Ireland was our
leader and the women of the church provided a yummy
lunch, total cost per participants (25 pre-registered) was
$35.00. Pam printed our booklets and committee members
worked diligently, covering all possibilities to make the
time informative and enjoyable. The possibility of
“finishing” the Retreat in spring is being discussed.

Consider keeping Eastern District’s treasury open for the
use of Retreats.

I would encourage the State Board to continue this valuable
resource to the women in the Connecticut Conference and
take advantage of it, personally. The financial commitment

is non- existent, but the rewards to the participants are huge
and the goodwill for the “sponsoring” organization is in-
valuable!

Evaluations are hard to quantify due to the abbreviated ses-
sion on the 29", 1 feel that several things are apparent at
this writing:

1. Volunteers, committed to intense, short time-span
planning, worked!

2. A seasoned, spiritual leader, like Lee Ireland, worked!
3. Using churches does save the “rental” expense of a
facility.

4. Time frame, late Sept. & late Oct. should have been
perfect. (Weather is not predictable!)

5. Having CT Women’s secretary do the printing,
worked!

Publicity package used, worked! Word of mouth is the best
advertisement.

Suggestions:
e Continue the present format for 2012.

e Select locations well in advance. Select churches mid-
state for 2012---maybe the greater Waterbury area for
the West, and the Norwich/Willimantic area for the
East.

e Select the leader EARLY! Planning can begin in Janu-
ary or February.

Thank you,
Swsan S, Walttron
Retreat Chair
| |
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HAVE YOU HEARD THE LATEST??7........

Guess who I’'m

I think we
should send
in her name!

going to nominate?

......... THE DEADLINE IS APPROACHING!!!!

Submit Nominations for Annual “Recognized Woman” Award

Awards to be given at the Connecticut Women of the UCC Annual Meeting to be held April 28, 2012
(place to be announced)
Entries must be received no later than March 1St, 2012!! send a short typed paragraph of your
nominee’s outstanding work, complete with her name, address and telephone number (and your name and
phone number, in case we have questions!) to: Pam DiDio, CT Women of the UCC, 125 Sherman Street, Hart-

ford, CT 06105 (e-mail: pamd@ctucc.org). For more info, contact Pam at the email address, or by telephone,
860-761-7101.

PLEASE BE SURE TO INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING:

- Name and address of nominee - Name of her church - Name and phone number of person submitting
nomination (in case we have questions) - Brief description of why this nominee should be recognized

Please, we ask that only one or two nominations be submitted per church

(and don’t be afraid to nominate some of those younger women!
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New Source for Clean-up Buckets T ]
By Pam DiDio I 'S Is a repegyy

Next time you go to your grocery “superstore” ask at the bakery counter if they
have any empty buckets that the icing comes in. Sometimes these buckets are small,
but occasionally, they will be the 5 gallon buckets needed for clean-up kits for Church
World Service. Ihave discovered that at the Stop & Shop in Vernon, they will give
me the empty buckets if they are available when I ask. I was told that they cannot sell them to me
(which is OK—ftree is better!), but they would try to hold them for me. Otherwise, the buckets (and
lids) just get thrown out (I’'m not sure, but I don’t think they are recycled — our trash goes to the trash-
to-energy plant in Hartford). The buckets need to be cleaned well — the icing is very greasy, but
some strong cleaner, or Dawn dishwashing detergent, should do the trick! So, save yourself a few
dollars, help the environment and give a helping hand to those trying recover from natural catastrphes!
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News from the Interfoith Sewing and Service Group

SCHOOL KIT BAGS FOR CHURCH WORLD SERVICE

Due to the terrific need for school bag kits, the Inter-
faith Sewing and Service Group has asked that orders
for next year be made by February 15, 2012. Bags
can be ordered for 75 cents, plus shipping (you can go
to the website for more info: www.churchw.org or
call Barbara Leary (860) 228-9658.

Interfaith Sewing and Service
“Sharing Seams to Fit”

Founded in 1994

Meeting Place : First Congregational Church, 199 Valley Street, Willimantic, Connecticut 06226
Tel. (860) 423-6827 Handicapped Accessible Parking in back of church (Walnut Street)

WHO: We welcome members of all faiths who are interested in helping with various service projects. Sew-
ing, knitting, and crocheting skills are helpful, but not necessary. Shut-ins are encouraged to help out at home, if they
wish.

WHAT: The projects we make for the following groups include:
American Cancer Society Outreach - mastectomy pillows and bags, cancer hats
Connecticut Hospitals - preemie clothes, hats, quilts, and baby sweaters, quilts
Church World Service -school bags and layettes
Haiti Mission - Baptismal gowns, bonnets, scarves, washcloths
Head Start - paint shirts, bibs, and washcloths, quilts, crib and cot sheets
Hole in the Wall Camp - quilts
Holy Family Shelter - holiday shopping, hats, scarves, mittens
Homeless shelter - hats, scarves, mittens

Continued on next page
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Interfaith Sewing and Service, continued.....

Hospice - prayer shawls, knit slippers

Nursing homes - adult bibs, lap robes, hand muffs, walker bags
Soup kitchen - potholders, aprons, scarves

WAIM - layettes, scarves

Windham Hospital -“Red Flag” shawls

WHEN: Meetings are weekly and are announced in The Chronicle and Norwich Bulletin. Time: 10:00 am -2:30
pm. Come for all or for only a portion of the day, whatever time you can spare. Bring a sandwich for lunch. Cancel-
lations: Announced on WILI Radio 1400AM.

WHY:

To experience the joy of giving of ourselves to others as we share the fruits of our God-given gifts
and talents

To support the missions we believe in

To feel needed and make a difference

To use existing skills and learn new ones

To belong to a caring community

To experience self-esteem and affirmation

To grow in faith and fellowship with a group working toward a common goal

HOW:  Material aid is the mainstay of the group'swork. Suggested donations igncl L

o Fabric - clean, practical, non-frilly cottons, cotton/polyester knits (tee-shirt type), velour,
terry cloth, flannel, knits - cotton and polyester, sturdy fabric for school bags,
white or pastel embroidered batiste for Baptismal gowns.

e Clean, light-colored tee shirts for diapers

e Notions - needles and good quality thread for machines and sergers, batting, yarn - (worsted and
baby yarn)

e Newer, modern sewing & serger machines in good condition
e Please no wool or polyester double-knits.
e Monetary donations are welcome!

If your church or group would like to learn more about mak-
ing and/or supplying school kit bags, please contact Barbara
Leary at (860) 229-9658, and she will be glad to help you
get started. Patterns for the school bags can be obtained

by going to the Church World Service website:
http://www.churchworldservice.org/site/PageServer?pagena
me=kits_schoolbag
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From Your Service Committee...

The secret is out! Our “2012 Calendar Girls” the first-of-its-kind Connecticut
Women of the UCC Calendar, came out in September. A limited supply has been
printed, so get yours NOW before they’re all gone! (great Christmas present/stocking
stuffer!) Cost is $5 each [plus $1.00 shipping if you are unable to pick it up.] Send a check for $6.00
made out to CTWUCC, 125 Sherman Street, Hartford, CT 06105.

Each month depicts how women in 12 different churches serve their community and/or the world at
large. The calendar portion for each month is a full 117X 8.5 page with large, generous squares for
jotting down appointments, meetings, etc.

If your group would like to be considered for “Calendar Girls 2013” let us hear from you ~ tell us
what you are doing to serve your church and local communities, and how you are involved beyond
your neighborhood. The deadline for 2013 is February 28, 2012.

Yesl!! | would like more information on how MY church can become a
oCal endar Girl 20136 Part

MY NAME & PHONE # :

MY CHURCH:

MY EMAIL: (or USPS mail address):

Please cut and fill out this form and mail to: ATTN: Pam, CT Women of the UCC,
125 Sherman Street, Hartford, CT 06105.
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Need a Program for your group?

Please consider inviting one of our Service Committee members to present a PowerPoint on our
ROMA Children Project ~ we’re available!

Every two years, Connecticut Women of the UCC selects a mission project, alternating between an
in-state focus [primarily for children’s programs and/or education] and an international one, in consul-
tation with the CT Conference and Church World Service (CWS). As announced at our Annual Meet-
ing in April, 2011, our hope is to raise $ 12,000 in support of ROMA Children and their families in
Serbia through January, 2013. We would like to share their story with you and your group. To sched-
ule, please call or e-mail our Board Secretary, Pam DiDio, at the Conference Office [860-761-7101
(Hartford area); 1-866-367-2822 x 101 (toll free); pamd@ctucc.org.]
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@ CHURCH WORLD SERVICE

A Very Special Church World Service Mission Project for Children
A great Christmas giving opportunity

UCC Women are doing something new this year with the announcement of their first calendar.
Each month represents one of twelve churches across CT that are being celebrated for their spe-
cial mission projects both locally and beyond. The calendar sales will benefit their special Church
World Service project focusing on support for Roma Children and their families.

The Roma population is the poorest and the most marginalized community in Serbia. Poverty and
bias experienced by Roma people lead to social exclusion and lack of access to social services,
residential isolation of Roma settlements, bad housing conditions, lack of an adequate infrastruc-
ture, and remoteness from educational and other institutions. These are important obstacles to
accessibility of education on the part of the Roma community.

Church World Service (CWS) works with partners to in-
crease the participation of Roma children in quality pre-
school education to effectively prepare them for primary
education. Launched in 2007, the Roma Children’s Initia-
tive addresses various needs of Roma children holistically
by: increasing the basic educational level of pre-school
children and supporting them to enroll in the formal edu-
cational system, organizing Roma parents to advocate for
their children’s rights, training teachers to work with Roma
children and helping parents earn a living through provi-
sions of small grants.

In 2010, CWS decided to include a comp-

nent of empowering Roma women. Roma women and girls risk triple discrimination: as Roma by
the wider community, and as women and girls by both the wider and their own community. For
Roma women, discrimination translates into high illiteracy rates, few employment opportunities,
poor physical and psychological health, and an increased vulnerability to domestic violence.

Although many Roma women are now
integrated and educated, additional ef-
forts are required to empower them with
the skills and knowledge they need and
ensure that Roma girls and women can
have equal opportunities and life
choices. Our partner, Branko Pesic, has
made a revolutionary progress evident in
the fact that most of the Roma young-
sters in Belgrade’s Zemun community
regularly attend and finish the primary
school.
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| Girls sit in front of CWS supported school in the set-
tlement that provides pre-school education for Roma

Christmas is just around the corner....
(D‘;__.

Why not consider an Alternative Holiday Fair!

Join the growing numbers of people creating new, meaningful ways to observe Christmas,
Thanksgiving and other holidays—by hosting a CWS Alternative Holiday Fair in your congre-
gation or community. It has simple organizing tips, a poster, a gift list, our Best Gifts Catalog,
a sample gift card and gift vignettes and an order form for additional resources.

You'll be able to host an enjoyable family event that will make a real difference for people in
need the world over. Call Kathy at 860-598-9194

News for Year-Round Church World Service Kit-Making Groups

There is a new year-round collection site for Church World Service Kits...

Center Congregational Church
474 Broad Street
Meriden, CT 06450

Call 860-295-9050 speak to Maggie or Joan
Office hours for drop off are between 9:00 am and 3:30 pm

Regular spring depot churches in Bridgeport, Middletown and Winsted remain the
same.
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“Is This the Fast | Seek? Isaiah 58

Ecumenical Advocacy Days for Global Peace with Justice
March 23 — 26 2012 ~ at DoubleTree Crystal City Hotel, Arlington, VA
Conference fee $180 includes 2 lunches and Sunday’s banquet dinner
Special room rate $119 per night (room block limited, call early)
Register at www.AdvocacyDays.org or call Kathy for brochure

Is Your Congregation a Blankets+ church?

Church World Service Blankets are used for so much more than just keeping warm. The people you
support end up using them as temporary shelter. For privacy. For stretchers. A way to carry the few
things they took when they fled during disaster.

On the heels of devastating storms, tornadoes and floods across the U.S. this spring, Hurricane Irene
slammed the Easter Seaboard, causing billions of dollars in damage from North Carolina to Vermont.
Responding to one disaster after another this year, Church World Service has stepped in with emergency
assistance including CWS Kits, CWS Blankets and disaster recovery training sessions.

What makes CWS different? We focus especially on people with the most limited means to recover
from these and other disasters. And we stand by communities in need, long after attention has turned
elsewhere.

Simply by holding a Blankets+ offering, your congregation or group can provide warmth and protection
to survivors of a disaster, seeds and tools to struggling farmers and water and health to impoverished
communities. Call 860-598-9194 for a Con-
gregational Kit today! Christmas time is a
great time for this special project!

“u N

Church World Service Kits
Need Continues to Grow

As we experience more severe weather
conditions this Fall and Winter please con-
sider making School Kits, Baby Kits, Hy-
giene Kits and Emergency Clean-up Buck-

ets to help our brothers and sisters around
the world who need our help.

Please consider this worthwhile Mission
Project this winter. CWS will send a truck
the last week in April for pick-up in an
area near you. Call for information.

Church World Service

Southern New England Office

Kathleen Burton

860-598-9194

Email: kburton@churchworldservice.org
Web page: www.churchworldservice.org
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The Nominating Committee Wants - YOUI

Carole Fanslow, Chairperson for the Nominating Committee
of Connecticut Women of the UCC, is look for people who
are interested in serving on the State Board. State Board
meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month Sept. thru April, usually at the
Conference Office in Hartford, culminating in an Annual Meeting usually toward the
end of April. A Share-In meeting and/or Board picnic is held in May or June; mem-
bers gather to discuss ideas and projects for the upcoming year.

If you want to know more information about being a Board member, or are inter-
ested in joining the Board, or know someone who might be interested, please contact
Carole Fanslow at: tel: (203) 375-1284 or by email: fanslow(@juno.com

Go to Serve
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CHRISTMAS TOY COLLECTION For
CHILDREN orF INMATES At YORK
CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION

Birth to

14 years® Help sort,

wrap or
both!

Bring your new, unwrapped toys (and batteries, if your gift
requires them) to Niantic Community Church, 170 Pennsyl-
vania Ave., Niantic (tel: 860-739-6208) by Dec. 12th, latest.

Sorting will be from 9:30am—4:00pm on Mon. & Tues.,
Dec. 12 & 13. Wrapping will be from 9:30 until done
(usually early afternoon—pizza is provided) on Weds., Dec. 14th
— bring paper, scissors, tape, tags & bows — AND —

a couple of friends!!!

This event is a LOT of fun — especially if you no longer
have children to buy and wrap for at home — it is a real

heart warmer! ' ' '

If you cannot bring the toys to the church, you may drop them

off at the CT Women’s office at the Conn. Conference Of-
fice at 125 Sherman Street, Hartford by Dec. 8th. For info,
contact Pam at pamd@ctucc.org or at: 860-761-7101.

*some great ideas for teens are gift certificates

for Walmart or Kmart or to fast food placesl!!

PAGE 12
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Service Committee: Dawn Scott, Jeanne Grandy, “Julie

NEW PARTNER

D ET K
DANIMALS®and
DAN-O-NINO™ _,

ARTS-ATHLETICS-ACADEMICS New 1 &S
point products!

NEW PARTNER

GLAD® ST
> ,73'—'

aliyou Cokingligt Health
SouthernLiving TIME
New 5 point products!

NEW PARTNER at
"E‘Rw For more info about these products, go to:

N |_;;&r http://www.labelsforeducation.com/How-to-Earn/
Em era ' d8 Nllts \ Participating-Products?

1id=3432&m_id=3377324&eid=4885
New 5 & 10 ,@M g
point products! ; T —y 1P

Additional info can be accessed at: http://www.labelsforeducation.com/

Should you need a special code for our mission, Elon Homes, for additional credits or promo-
tions, please contact Jeanne Grandy at (860) 233-0255 or by email: j.gtrandy(@comcast.net



http://www.campbellkitchen.com/Kitchen2006.asp?EID=4885&LID=3433&ET=H&MID=3377324&E=2754&xf=877
http://www.labelsforeducation.com/How-to-Earn/Participating-Products?lid=3432&m_id=3377324&eid=4885
http://www.labelsforeducation.com/How-to-Earn/Participating-Products?lid=3432&m_id=3377324&eid=4885
http://www.labelsforeducation.com/How-to-Earn/Participating-Products?lid=3432&m_id=3377324&eid=4885
http://www.postfoods.com/labels/?EID=4885&MID=3377324&LID=4277
http://www.postfoods.com/labels/?EID=4885&MID=3377324&LID=4277

God Gives the Growth

Conn. Conference Office
125 Sherman St.
Hartford, CT 06105

OUR APOLOGIES. . ...

FIND US ON THE WEB: http://www.ctucc.org/ctwomen




